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of the 1879 Nicaraguan revolution and now a
leading opponent of the revolutionary govern-

ment, called the latest attempts to bring him into ..

the ranks of antigovernment groups allied with
former soldiers of the Somoza dictatorship “noth-
ing but fireworks.” :

But 2 reorganization announced by the
generally right-wing Democratic  Nicaraguan
Forces in Ft. Lauderdale yesterday in an attempt
to attract Pastora’s allies, if not him, comes as his
camp is plagued by doubts.

Earlier this week Pastora waxed philosophical
in the late-night quiet of his curtained office
among his five telephones, his radios, his topo-
graphic maps and his submachine guns on the
wooded outskirts of the Costa Rican capital. -

“1 don’t know if it is realism or romanticism,”
said the exiled Sandinista “Commander Zerd™ of
his efforts 1o alter the pro-Moscow course of the
revolution he helped create. '

Frustrati ns have piled -on frustrations since
Pastora announced in April that he would ferce
Nicaragua's current revolutionary leaders out of
“their mansions and their Mercedes Benz” at gun-
point if necessary.

Potentially he is the most influential opponent
of the powerful nine-member Sandinista National
Directorate, an authentic hero of the revolution
with a mix of machismo and moderation that Ni-
caraguans find appealing and Washingion could
probably find acceptable. _ )

‘He openly despises and is generally despised by
anti-Sandinista rebels working with groups of the
defeated Somoza dictatorship’s National Guards-
men. He fought the National Guard for 20 years
and continves refusing to" join anyone who was

connected with it. ‘He says he wants a Jeftist rev.

olytion-and they domot. = 2. .= ¥}
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’What *he~opposes ‘is the increasing -alignment

with Moscow -and the -continued abridgement of .

basic political freedoms_he ‘sees in Managua. .».
_Partly for this Pastora is denounced as a traitor
and a Central Intelligence Agency stooge by Tor-

mer comrades he thought would flock to his ban-

" mer. :
SAN JOSE, Costs Rica—Eden Pastora, a hero

* But Pastora’s revolutionary middle road appar-
ently remains a sketch on the drawing board while

the ex-guardsmen and their friends in the Ni-

caraguan Democratic Forces have built a substan-
tial little army to fight the Sandinistas in northern
and eastern Nicaragua.

Except for clandestine radio broadcasts over

-“The Voice of Sandino,” which Pastora openly

‘admits originate in Costa Rice, his organization
has yet to take any actions politically, diplomat-

- ically or militarily that are even discernible in Nic-
" aragua '

Pastora’s people say thev are wait.ihg‘, building
‘up a political organization inside their country
and consolidating support for their movement

ical allies were rebuffed by a delegation from the

~Socialist International visiting Nicaragua, Costa

‘Rica and Panama.

. When the group of moderate leftist politicians

‘headed by former Venezuelan president Carlos

*Andres Perez- granted .him a hurried audience

Sunday -night, Pastora said he asked them to stop

giving the current Nicaraguan government a

“Dblank check” and to quit making excuses for a )
yegime that rigidly censors the press, mocks the

electoral process as a “raffle,” and is increasingly

aligned with the Soviet Union.
" “They only listened,” he said.

Relations with Washington appear to be & com-
plex no-win proposition for the moment. When
Reagan visited here last week, Pastora says he
made it a point to leave the country. .
*,**] fled,” he laughed.. '

- Alfonso Robelo, a ‘former member of Nicara-
gua’s revolutionary junta and a key Pastora ally,
said ‘the .Reagan administration, far from aiding
.them, has moved to thwart Pastora and his group
by shutting' them -off -from access to Honduran
'“of operstion while favoring the 'ex-"

+Yet State -Department officials hi;;i";broadly
that they would like o see Robelo and Pastora
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‘;;outside. But just this week Pastora and his polit-
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Ex-Sandinist_a’s Opposition Group



